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Beginning in 1985, the Board of County Commissioners has adopted various economic development 
incentives to attract targeted industries and create jobs within St. Lucie County. These incentives are 
authorized through State Statutes with the purpose of creating targeted industry jobs through 
employer relocation and local business retention/expansion efforts. The Ad Valorem Tax Abatement 
and Job Growth Investment Grants (JGIG) incentives have been especially successful in creating new 
jobs within the County.  
  
Since 1992, St. Lucie County has attracted over 20 new businesses and created 4,900 new jobs 
through the authorization of economic development incentives for targeted industries.  A title of each 
economic development incentive adopted by the Board of County Commissioners through local 
Ordinance or Resolution is referenced below.   
 
Document                                                                                  Adoption Date 
 
Economic Development Impact Fee                                            01/15/2008            
       Mitigation – Ordinance No. 08-007 
 
Ad Valorem Tax Exemption: Application                                      10/28/2003 
       Procedures – Resolution No. 03-258  
       Passed Voter Referendum in 2002                                 
 
Job Growth Investment Grant (JGIG)                                          08/23/1994 
       Agreement – Resolution No. 94-168 
 
Ad Valorem Tax Exemption: Application                                     10/06/1992 
       Procedures – Ordinance No. 92-24 
       Passed Voter Referendum in 1992 
                                 
Industrial Development Revenue Bonds                                     02/05/1985 
       Guidelines & Procedures – Resolution No. 85-28 
 



 

 

Document                                                                                  Adoption Date 
 
Enterprise Zone/Empowerment Zone                                         09/22/1998  
       w/City of F.P. – Resolution 98-197 
 
Foreign Trade Zone (FTZ): Establishing                                     12/20/1994 
       a U.S. FTZ in St. Lucie County – Resolution 94-266  
 
(In addition, the Board has authorized the use of a “Franchise Fee” rebate to one requesting company as a business 
expansion incentive)  
 

Major employers that have created local jobs through the assistance of these incentives include:  
Maverick Boats, QVC, Bee Electronics, Atlantic Truss, Convergys, Liberty Medical Supply, Liberty 
Home Pharmacy, Orchid Island, Maribella Yachts, Cabinet Connections, Allen Supply and Scripps 
Treasure Coast.  
 

In April of 2009, the Board of County Commissioners also adopted a Local Stimulus Ordinance 
(Ordinance No. 09-008) as a means of enhancing job creation as a result of a significant downturn in 
the local economy. A “local economic emergency” was declared by the Board in light of a national 
recession that has resulted in significantly high home foreclosure and unemployment rates for the 
County. The stimulus Ordinance requires that 75% of the labor for each project be local residents and 
75% of the materials used for each improvement project be acquired from local vendors through 
competitive bids to assist in stimulating the local economy. 
 
Additionally, the Ordinance identified 12 emergency capital improvement projects that can use federal 
stimulus dollars allocated through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009 and 
other allocated funding to create jobs on an expedited “shovel ready” basis. The total cost value for 
these 12 projects is estimated at $10,656,895 with a job creation estimate of 116 new jobs.    
 
In addition, 78 other local projects totaling $37,843,274 were identified through this process as 
contributing to local economic stimulus with an estimated job creation of 390. This would bring the 
total estimated number of jobs created through this local economic stimulus effort to 506.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


